A mentally handicapped child can add something positive and cohesive to many family units. Dr. Joan Bicknell, a child psychiatrist, wants us and the adoption societies to re-think our attitude towards these children and the parents who keep them at home.
A young couple wanted to have a family. They Were happily married, with a stable financial background and no history of serious illness in either themselves or their relatives. There had been four pregnancies and from these only one child was alive and she was a mongol: two of the pregnancies resulted in miscarriages and the other in the stillbirth of a seriously malformed child.
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